Guidelines for “Meet the Critic”

1. This assignment is due every other Monday *

2. Find a theater review in the newspaper (LA Times, Orange County register, Saddleback Valley News, Backstage West, or on line.  You may also take your review from the New York Times)

3. Cut the review out to attach to the written assignment.

4. As you read the review highlight and annotate the following information on the review, AND then write (type)  1 paragraph on how well it achieves each of the areas:

Basic Information about the play: Where, when, how much, producer, theme, short plot summary

Acting: Did the writer talk about the actors and their characters?  

Directing:  Did the writer discuss blocking, concept, rhythm of the show? If it was a musical did the writer discuss the choreography and the musical direction?

Technical: Did the writer discuss sets, costume, lighting, make-up, sound?

Opinion: Was the writer’s opinion of the production clear to the reader? Were the opinions of the writer backed up with details?
Focus/Coherence: Did the writer clearly discuss the production? Was the writing focused, insightful and show how the play has contemporary relevance with specific details?   

Finally, Based on this review would you go to see the production?  Why or why not?

 “Meet the Critic” Essay Format: Your paper should have the title of the review, the paper it is from, and the date it was in the paper with the name of the reviewer in the opening paragraph.  (Total points 20)

**Annotating means to write notes and comments on the newspaper article. 

