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Drama I

2006-2007
Mrs. Kathleen Cannarozzi Harris

Course Description and Expectations
Mission Viejo High School

www.mvhsdrama.com

harriskathy@svusd.k12.ca.us
Drama Phone 586.0289
Drama 1 is standards based yearlong course, which introduces all areas of the theater to

the student. Using the California Theater Arts Standards the course will include:

Artistic Perception – Vocabulary of the theater

Creative Expression – Acting and design for the stage, including set, costumes, make-up and lighting. 
Historical and Cultural Context – History of theater through design and acting styles

Aesthetic Valuing – Reviewing movies, live theatrical productions, and in class projects

Connections and Interconnections – Careers in theatre/film, television performance,

and literary analysis for character creations.

In order to accomplish all of these objectives each student must be aware of the some of

the basic rules of this class:
THE BASIC RULES
1. Attendance – You must be here for class. Participation is an essential part of the class.

2. Be ready to rehearse…be memorized, be prepared with your supplies which may include costumes and props.

3. Tardiness – Class begins when the bell rings. Be ready and in your seat or you will be marked tardy. Refer to student handbook regarding tardy procedures.

4. Late Work – I do not accept late work for a grade. If you are absent the work is due on the day you return. Refer to the student handbook for extended illnesses and test make-up policy.

5. Respect each other, respect the work, respect the process, and respect the teacher/director.

6. Keep the stage and the drama room clean – No food, drinks or gum. Throw trash outside. Don’t leave personal items. Detention will be issued!

7. MVHS Student Rules Will Be Enforced – This includes detentions and Saturday school—no cell phones, no headsets, no food, follow the dress code, be respectful to the teacher which includes no talking or disruptive behavior in the classroom or rehearsals.
Grade Overview
• An A grade indicates exceedingly high quality work. Masters all assigned work, shows originality and initiative, does more than required, is always attentive in class, always brings materials, and makes quality contributions in class.

• A B grade indicates good progress that is above the average. Masters portions of work, is alert and interested in work, completes work on time, is attentive in class, brings materials, and consistently participates in class.

• A C grade indicates a quality of work acceptable for this Drama 1 level. Satisfactorily completes most assigned work under normal conditions and directions, shows interest in work, is usually attentive in class, brings materials, completes work on time.

• A D grade indicates a need for greater effort to meet requirements of this course satisfactorily. Achieves below Drama 1 standards, completes a minimum of assigned work, is not attentive in class, does not bring materials, and seldom responds in class.

• An F grade indicates failure to produce an acceptable quality of work for a Drama 1 class, is disruptive in class. Does not pay attention and does not respond or participate in the class.

Grading

Performances & Class Projects –60% of grade

Test and Quizzes – 20% of grade

Homework and daily participation – 20% of grade

MATERIALS NEEDED:

Folder for class notes and vocabulary words, handouts and scripts.



Pencil, highlighter and pens.

Texts: Theater: Art in Action

Drama for Reading and Performance Collection 1 and 2

What you will do this year in Drama 1…

1. Acting: Voice and Movement
• Mime/Pantomime – Perform in  individual and group presentation.

• Improvisation – Theater games and scene presentations

• Oral Interpretation – A poetry reading with emphasis on vocal techniques

• Radio Theater –Using a radio script to portray a variety of characters with voice and sound effects only.

• Storytelling –  Vocal and Physicalization of a story using a variety of character voices and body movements with props and costumes.(Memorized)

• Monologues- Performing 1 or 2 solo monologues each semester. (Memorized)

• Scenes –  In class scenes and performances. (Memorized)

2. Writing and Theater/Television Projects

• Theater Reviews – Attending and writing one review of a live theatre performance per semester at an area theatre. This can be intermediate school, high school, college or professional theater. (Required)

• Commercials – Perform in a product commercial on video. Write and perform one on camera commercial based on a Public Service Announcement.

• Reading and Written homework assignments will be given for each unit studied, quizzes will be given on the reading and notebooks will be checked twice a semester.

3. Directing and Producing

• The Production Team – The roles of Director, Producer, and Production Team will be

explored. Students in groups will create a fictional theater and create the theater season and budget

for the year.

• Creating a production – Students in groups create rehearsal schedules, poster design and publicity package for a play. Genre, style and concept will be discussed

4. Historical Profile
• History of the theater- Historical periods from Greeks to Modern Theater will be presented through the class projects.

5. Technical Theater
• The Technical Crews – The stage, set, prop, lighting sound, costume and make-up crews 

• Design for the stage –  A study of the elements of effective production design. This unit includes set, costume, make-up, lighting, sound and props design. Projects will be assigned for each area including scrapbooks for costume, make-up and set design.

6. Careers and Theater
• Careers of stars, directors and designers – Students will have the opportunity to learn about the professional side of theater, film and television artists. Guest speakers will also be provided as well as a how to get into the business of show business (agents, pictures, resumes, auditions). Students will

research and present reports on their favorite performers.
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  CLASS CONTRACT

Return this sheet by (Weds.) September 13th to Mrs. Harris

I, (print your name)_________________________understand the class

requirements for Drama 1.

I further understand that participation is very important in this class and I will be expected to memorize and perform in front of the class. I will also have to attend one live theater performance a semester.

Student Signature_________________ Class period________

Student email_(print clearly)_______________________@______________________

Parent Signature____________________________Date________

Print Parent Name__________________________

Parent email address (print clearly )________________@____________

Parent phone (h)_________________(w)__________________©________________

Drama I parents are invited to become a member of the MVHS Drama Parent

Booster Club. The first meeting is Tuesday, September 19st    at 7 p.m. in the

Performing Arts Theater room 600 (Drama). Please join us and be a part of the

award winning productions.

Many field trips are being planned for this year and will be discussed at this

meeting, as well as ways you can get involved backstage. We depend on the parents

to support fundraising, chaperoning events, selling refreshments at performances

and being our Biggest Fans.


Check one:

_____Yes, I will definitely be there!

_____Yes, I would like to be involved but I am busy on the 19th

.

_____No, I am not able to be a part of the Drama Boosters this year.
