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Welcome to Drama 2!
You are an important role in our MVHS Drama family.  You now have greater responsibilities as you represent MVHS at festivals in the Orange County Area and perform for the community in the Children’s Theater Production.  Drama 2 is also responsible for producing Comedysportz—helping with the lights, sound, ushering, and publicity.  You are the key to the success of the team!!!

This year we will have the opportunity to explore the theater through acting, improvisation, designing and producing.  You will also discover the History of the Theater and a variety of acting styles used through the ages.  There will be lots of acting projects, scenes, monologues and an opportunity to write original scenes and monologues.   
Expectations

1. Attendance – Be in class every day. Roles are subject to recasting if you are absent.

2. Be prepared and on time – a) Bring your drama notebook and extra paper for notes every day. 

b) Have everything you need when the bell rings  c)Be ready to rehearse!
3. Listen, Listen, Listen-  Do not interrupt when instructions are being given, during class discussion, and especially during rehearsals. Raise your hand.  Contribute, share, collaborate, but be aware of the focus of the class and respect that.

4. In the drama room, on stage and in the theater. - No food, drinks, or gum! Do not leave personal items in the classroom.

Course description for Drama 2:  Drama 2 is a year long course which provides group and individual activities in body control, voice, diction and pantomime.  The creation of characters, projection of ideas and emotions are also practiced when preparing and acting scenes from plays.  Development of language skills and appreciation through reading and interpreting dramatic literature will be practiced through writing critiques, analyzing character, study of theatrical time periods, critical listening and speaking effectively.  This class will emphasize experiencing drama from the standpoint of the actor, the director and the technician from an historical perspective.  

Proposed Class Units 

The following are the subject areas we will be studying first and second semester:

· [image: image2.wmf]Acting – Elements of Character and Improvisation

· Greek and Roman Theatre 

· Medieval Theater 

· Commedia D’elle Arte acting 

· Shakespearean Acting

· Children’s Theatre History and Production

· Modern Theater – realistic acting

Requirements

Performances 

· performance of a children’s theater production  Pinocchio!
· production of class showcases in which you may be performing scenes and monologues or developing an original performance based on stylistic interpretation of a theatrical style

· involvement in improvisational performances and production of MVHS ComedySportz 

· involvement in MVHS Role About Theatre Festival 

· in-class performances (monologues, scenes, puppetry)
· several after school and weekend rehearsals

Participation

· students are required to be prepared, productive, and positive during scene study, and reflection

· Always check the website : mvhsdrama.com   Homework will be posted weekly!
Portfolio/Drama notebook
· This is a Drama ONLY notebook.  All paperwork relating to the class, including assignments, notes and scripts must be retained for the entire year. 

· Pleased include dividers labeled as: reviews, reflections, notes and hand-outs, scripts, projects.  This notebook will be graded. 
     (This notebook will be a necessary resource if you continue on to Drama 3.)

Reviews and Reports

· “Meet the Critic” - theater review of local productions  (Due every other Monday)

· “Be the Critic” - your review of a local production (Two each semester)

· Research report on a specific area of a theatrical time period (eg. –masks in African theater or Costumes in Greek theater)

· Windows on the Theater Project- in class mini-projects

Tests and Quizzes

· These will be on acting styles, plays studied and historical periods of the theater. Take good notes! 
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You will be expected to see at least two performances each semester. “Fools” is Sept 23-25   here at Mission.  Pay attention to the group offers made in class which will have reduced pricing for the Orange County Performing Arts Center (eg.Peter Pan,)or at other area professional theaters.   This performance must be at a high school or professional theatre. DON’T WAIT until the end of the semester to see a show!!!!
Discounted theater tickets can be found weekly at www.goldstar.com
Students can usher at MVHS Advanced drama productions and not have to pay for a ticket and review the show. 


           


Grading

              


Performances and Participation – 50% of grade

              


Portfolio, Homework, Reviews and Reports – 30% of grade

             


Tests – 20% of grade

Grade Overview

· An A grade indicates: exceedingly high quality work, mastering all assigned work, shows originality and initiative, does more than required, and makes quality contributions in class.

· A B grade indicates: good progress that is above the average, mastering portions of work, is alert and interested in work, completes work on time and consistently participates in class.

· A C grade indicates: a quality of work acceptable for this Drama 2 level, satisfactory completion of assigned work, shows interest in work, completes work on time.  

· A D grade indicates: a need for greater effort to meet requirements of this course satisfactorily, achievement below Drama 2 standards, completes a minimum of assigned work, and seldom responds in class.

· An F grade indicates failure to produce an acceptable quality of work for a Drama 2 class. 

Materials need for Drama 2 Class:
1. Drama Notebook – with sections and notepaper(see portfolio info)

2. Highlighters, pen and pencil (for notes and scripts)

3. Textbook:  History of Theater by Oscar Brockett

4. Textbook: Book of Drama edited by James Howe and William Stephany (Play anthology)



Students in Drama 2 must keep a 2.0 overall grade point average to perform in drama 2 productions, including attending festivals. And Drama 2 students must maintain a C in drama class to perform in drama 2 productions, Comedysportz, or attend theater festivals.  



Class Contract

Return this sheet by Thursday, September 16th to Mrs. Harris
I, (print your name) __________________________ understand the class requirements for Drama 2.

I further understand that I must see 2 theatre productions (play or musical) per semester and write a review within two weeks of seeing the show.  This production must be high school, college or professional quality. 

Student Signature __________________________

Student email _____________________________

Student cell phone ________________________________

Parent Signature ___________________________     Print Parent Name ________________________

Parent email address _________________________

Parent phone (h) ________________________ (w) _______________________(c)_______________

Drama 2 Parents are an important part of the MVHS Drama Parent Boosters and our first meeting is Tuesday, September 28 at 7pm in the Performing Arts Theater. I will be counting on the Drama 2 parents to help with Comedysportz, RoleAbout festival and Drama 2 Performances. 

Many field trips (including ou London theater  trip!) are being planned for this year and will be discussed at this meeting, as well as ways you can get involved backstage.  We depend on the parents to support fundraising, chaperoning events, selling refreshments at performances and being our biggest fans!
Check one:

_______ Yes I will definitely be there on  Tuesday, September 28 at 7pm!

_______I want to be a Drama Booster but can’t be at this meeting.   
