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ADVANCED DRAMA (3 & 4)

2004-2005

Mrs. Kathleen Cannarozzi-Harris

Course Description and Expectations


Mission Viejo High School


www.mvhsdrama.com

harriskathy@svusd.k12.ca.us
Drama Phone - 586.0289

Advanced Drama is a California theater standards based year-long course combining

Drama 3 and 4, which provides group and individual activities in play production. The

creation of characters and the projection of ideas and emotions are practiced in preparing and acting scenes from plays and public performances of dramas, musicals, and showcases. Development of language skills and appreciation through reading and

interpreting dramatic literature will be practiced through writing reviews, analyzing

character, critical listening, and speaking effectively. The development of production is

practiced through set building, stage management, stage crews and publicity, and

business management of the productions for the year.

THE BASIC RULES

1. Attendance – You must be here for class, rehearsals, and performances. Roles

are subject to recasting if you are absent.

2. Be ready to rehearse…be memorized, be warmed up, be professional.

3. Late Work – I do not accept late work for a grade.

4. Respect each other, respect the work, respect the process, and respect the director.

5. Keep the stage and the drama room clean – No food, drinks, or gum. Throw trash

outside. Don’t leave personal items. Detention and Saturday school will be issued.

Grade Overview

• An A grade indicates exceedingly high quality work. Masters all assigned work,

shows originality and initiative, does more than required, is always attentive, and makes quality  contributions in class.

• A B grade indicates good progress that is above the average. Masters portions of

work, is alert and interested in work, completes work on time, is attentive in class, and consistently participates in class.

• A C grade indicates a quality of work acceptable for this Drama 3/4 level.

Satisfactorily completes most assigned work under normal conditions and

directions, shows interest in work, is usually attentive in class, completes work on time.

• A D grade indicates a need for greater effort to meet requirements of this course

satisfactorily. Achieves below Drama 3/4 standards, completes a minimum of

assigned work, is not attentive in class and seldom responds in class.

• An F grade indicates failure to produce an acceptable quality of work for a

Drama 3/4 class. Student is not attentive in class and is disruptive

CLASS PROJECTS

This class is centered on play production and performance. However, the written work,

class journals, character journals, play summaries and reviews are a large part of the play production. You are required to participate in the MVHS productions and for festivals and competitions. You represent MVHS Drama.

All students in Drama 3 and 4 are required to work on the production crews !!!!

• Performance, rehearsal, and Character/crew journal for “Complete Shakespeare”

  Produce, design and provide technical assistance for drama 2’s “Pinocchio”

  Performance, rehearsal, and Character/crew journal for “Monster Movie Mayhem”

• Performance, rehearsal, and Character/crew journal for “The Crucible”

• Performance, rehearsal, and Character/crew journal for IB one acts

• Performance, rehearsal, and character/design journals for Festivals and Competitions

• Play summaries, play reviews, individual projects

• Monthly journal (due every at the end of each month)

• Performance, rehearsal, and character/crew journal for the Coffeehouse Theater“MVP”

• Two audition pieces per semester (Contrasting monologues) with character journal and research

Class Performances and Festivals

  September 30, Oct 1,2 – “Complete Works of Wlm Shakespeare” Abridged

  October 22,23,24, - Drama 2 “Pinocchio”  (Drama ¾ producers, designers, crew)
• October 28.29 – “Monster Movie Mayhem” The Final Take” Dinner Theater

• November 13 – RoleAbout Festival @ MVHS

• December 9,10,11 – “The Crucible” By Arthur Miller

• March 9  – Fullerton pre-festival showcase

• March 11,12 -Fullerton College Theater Festival

• March 22,23,24 – IB student directed one acts@ MVHS

• March 25-April 1 – London Theater 

• May 26,27 - Coffeehouse Theater – Original plays – MVP Mission Viejo Playwrights

Underlined events are required for advanced drama. Other events may

be added during the year as they become available.

PORTFOLIO REQUIREMENTS FOR ADVANCED DRAMA

1. Resume – Typed with a photo due for Mon., September 13th. (15pts)

Updated resume with new photo due Thurs., May 17th (15pts)

2. Journal – Due ONCE A MONTH on the last day of the month. A reflection of your

progress as you develop as an actor, director, stage manager or designer throughout the

year. See journal entry document on the website. (20pts per month)

Due Dates for Semester 1 - Sept.30; Nov 2; Nov. 30; Dec. 17; Jan. 24

Due Dates for Semester 2- Feb.28; Mar. 24; April 29; May 31; June 17

3. Theater Studies

Two written reviews per semester of local productions (50 pts each). These

must be handed in no later than two weeks after the performance with ticket stub

and program. Must be a high school, college, community, or professional theater.

Semester 1 – deadline dates: Review 1 by midterm Nov.2

Review 2 by finals Jan. 18

Semester 2 – deadline dates: Review 1 by midterm April 12

Review 2 by finals June 14

4. Character/Crew Assignments (250 pts per semester)

Specific journals and activities and due dates for each show will be assigned.

Semester. 1 – “Monster Movie Mayhem” (50 pts)- Oct., “The Crucible” (100 pts) – Dec., RoleAbout festival (50pts)-Nov, 2 contrasting monologues (50pts)- Jan.

Semester 2 - IB One acts (100 pts)- March, Fullerton Festival (50 pts)- March , “MVP”(50pts) May, 2 contrasting monologues (50pts) June

5. Play Summaries (50 pts per semester)

One full-length play summaries per semester (30 pts each)

Sem 1 –Tues Oct 5 “The Crucible” (required)

Sem 2 –Tues Feb 15 TBA

One 1-act play summaries per semester (20pts each)

Sem 1 – Tues., Dec. 14

Sem 2 – Tuesday, May 10 

6. Theater Production and Performance (250 pts per semester)

Rehearsal participation and performance assessment based on a pre-designed rubric will be given to students. Progress will be noted in their character journal packets.

Semester. 1 – “Monster Movie Mayhem” (50pts), “The Crucible” (100 pts), RoleAbout (50pts), 2 monologues (50pts)

Semester 2 – IB One Acts (100 pts), Fullerton Festival (50 pts), “MVP” (50pts), 2 monologues (50pts)

7.Individual Project (100 pts)

This is an independent project in an area of theater not covered during the year. This can include participation in a play at your church, nursing home, Community Theater,

television, film, design, and playwriting.

Due dates: Project idea and outline – Oct. 12  (20 pts)

Final product with journal, pictures, and/or video documentation – June 7th (80 pts)

EXTRA CREDIT

1. Write a description and reflection of a workshop you attended in

theatre. (10 pts)

2. Review an extra play or musical at a local high school, university or

professional theater. (25pts)

3. Website submission – Review a website for drama (not on our drama

site). Include the URL, description of site, who it is good for, who

sponsors the site, if it needs any support (acrobat reader etc…), and

justify why you think it is a valuable site. Recommend if you think

we should include it on our drama website. (15pts)

These cannot be submitted during final exams.

FEES

There is an $85.00 transportation fee for Advanced Drama to cover field trips and festivals. Checks payable to MVHS and turned in to ASB by Oct. 8th.
There is a registration fee per student for RoleAbout $15 and Fullerton Festival $20
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(a handy guide to keep things straight)

September 13 – Resume with picture

September 30 – Class Reflection/ Journal

September (various dates) –“Shakespeare” character/crew journal

October 5 – Full length play summary (“The Crucible”)

October 12 - Individual project idea turned in to instructor.

October 22,23,24 - Pinocchio” Puppets and crew

October 28,29 – Mayhem dinner theater

October (various dates) RoleAbout character journal and Mayhem journal

November 2 - Class Reflection/Prompt Journal

November 12 – Theater review #1 due (can be turned in at any time prior to this date)

November 30 - Class Reflection/ Journal

November (various dates) “The Crucible” character/crew journals

December 8,9,10,11 – “The Crucible”

December 14 – One act Play summary

December 17 - Class Reflection/ Journal

January 18 – Theater review #2 due (can be turned in at any time prior to this date)

January 24 - Class Reflection/ Journal
January (various dates) 2 contrasting audition monologue/character journals

Semester 2 Advanced Drama Due Dates

(Yikes, even more stuff to do!!)

Concentrate on writing original scenes and monologues for MVP Feb/March

February, 15 – Full Length Play Summary

February 28 - Class Reflection/ Journal

Jan/February/March (various dates) – One Act play character/crew journals

March (various dates) – Fullerton character/crew journals due

March 22,23,24 – IB One acts

March 24 - Class Reflection/Prompt Journal

April 8 – First draft of monologues and scenes due for MVP

April 12 – Theatre review #1 due (can be turned in at any time prior to this date)

April 29 - Class Reflection/ Journal

April (various dates) - Contrasting monologue character journals

May 10 – One act play summary

May 17 – Resume and picture update

May 26,27 - MVP

May 31 - Class Reflection/ Journal

April/May (various dates) – Coffeehouse Theater character/crew journals, monologues, scenes

June 3 – Send Mrs. Harris a Birthday Card

June 6 – 2 contrasting monologues

June 7 – Individual projects due/present for finals

June 14 – Theater review #2 due (can be turned in at any time prior to this date)

June 17 - Class Reflection/ Journal

Final – Performance Arts – seniors.    Final scenes – Juniors/soph
date returned_____

On time points___/5

CLASS CONTRACT
Return this sheet by (Weds.) September 15th to Mrs. Harris

I, (print your name)_________________________understand the class

requirements for Drama 1.

I further understand that participation is very important in this class (performance and production crew) and I will be expected to be available after school for rehearsals and set building and to represent MVHS Drama at competitions. 

I also understand that I must stay eligible to perform in any MVHS productions.  
Student Signature_________________ Class period________

Student email_(print clearly)_______________________@______________________

Parent Signature_________________________________Date________

Print Parent Name__________________________________________

Parent email address (print clearly) ____________________@____________

Parent phone (h)_________________(w)__________________©________________

Drama 3 & 4 parents are invited to become a member of the MVHS Drama Parent

Booster Club. The first meeting is Wednesday, September 22nd  at 7 p.m. in the

Performing Arts Theater room 600 (Drama). Please join us and be a part of the

award winning productions.

Many field trips are being planned for this year and will be discussed at this

meeting, as well as ways you can get involved backstage. We depend on the parents

to support fundraising, chaperoning events, selling refreshments at performances

and being our Biggest Fans.


Check one:

_____Yes, I will definitely be there!

_____Yes, I would like to be involved but I am busy on the 22nd.

.

_____No, I am not able to be a part of the Drama Boosters this year.
